
Addressing Social Issues through Business
 A variety of issues, including food, energy, 

environmental protection and the establishment of 

economic and social infrastructure, must be addressed 

and resolved in order to achieve development and 

growth in developing and emerging countries.* Sojitz 

conducts businesses in various fields that take 

advantage of our functions as a general trading 

company to help resolve social issues.
* Developing and emerging countries as defined by the 

International Monetary Fund.

Main Initiatives and Progress in the 
Year Ended March 31, 2011
Contributing to Environmental Measures 
and Energy Efficiency Improvement in the 
Russian Far East
 In November 2010, Kawasaki Heavy Industries, Ltd. 

and Sojitz concluded an agreement with the Russian 

government-affiliated corporation Far Eastern Center 

for Strategic 

Research on Fuel 

and Energy 

Complex 

Development to 

jointly undertake 

combined heat 

and power 

cogeneration 

projects in the 

Russian Far East. 

 A component of 

Russia’s environmental 

improvement measures 

and energy efficiency 

improvement, the project 

will provide highly 

efficient cogeneration 

systems to municipalities 

located along a 

1,800-kilometer-long 

natural gas pipeline 

linking Sakhalin, Khabarovsk and Vladivostok, 

scheduled to open in 2012. The cogeneration systems 

will replace aging boilers currently in use in the Russian 

Far East, supplying energy-efficient electricity and hot 

water while significantly cutting CO2 emissions. 

 A total of 30 gas turbine power generation systems 

and ancillary facilities are scheduled for delivery in the 

first phase of the project, from 2012 to 2014. 

Significantly lower electricity and heating costs due to 

fuel savings are expected to attract industry to the 

Russian Far East and reverse the region’s ongoing 

population decline. 

 Positive evaluation of an earlier project awarded to 

Kawasaki Heavy Industries and Sojitz for the provision 

of seven cogeneration systems to be used at the 2012 

APEC summit site in Vladivostok was key to winning 

these most recent contracts.
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Progress in the Year Ended March 31, 2011
 In November 2010, Sojitz collaborated with the international non-governmental organization 
Plan Japan* and built a pre-school facility called Maliza Kindergarten in the village of Maliza, 
located in Mwanza region of northern Tanzania. The facility includes two classrooms, an office, a 
kitchen, toilets and playground equipment. We also supplied study materials, and conducted 
awareness-raising activities and training in pre-school education for teachers and community 
leaders. We expect that such activities will result in high-quality classes relevant to the ages of 
the children and nurture their sound physical and mental growth. 
*  Plan Japan is a member of Plan, a non-profit organization that provides assistance for community 

development involving the children in 50 countries worldwide.

Pre-School Education Support Project in Tanzania

Children aged two to six, learning in the new 
classroom (Photo courtesy of Plan Japan)
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Promotion of Businesses That Contribute to the 
Advance of Developing and Emerging Countries



The Sojitz Group’s Corporate 
Social Responsibility

Contributing to Industrial Development in 
the Republic of Tatarstan
 In November 2010, Sojitz won an order from state-

affiliated Joint Stock Company Ammoni of the Republic 

of Tatarstan, Russia, for a project to construct one of the 

world’s largest urea 

fertilizer plants capable of 

producing both ammonia 

and methanol concurrently. 

Production is scheduled to 

begin in 2015.

 As the world’s top producer of natural gas, Russia 

plans to promote industrial development by adding 

value to natural gas. The new fertilizer plant will use 

natural gas as a raw material. With demand for 

fertilizer forecast to steadily increase as food production 

rises to feed a growing global population, the fertilizer 

plant is expected to contribute to the development of 

industry and agriculture in Russia. 

 Sojitz is building a partnership with the Republic of 

Tatarstan through framework agreements, and has 

already taken part in initiatives in the region such as 

establishment of a joint venture to produce and 

market trucks. Our success in getting the fertilizer 

plant project contract reflects the recognition of these 

achievements.

Contributing to the Development of Local 
Communities through Tree-Planting Activities
 Sojitz engages in the woodchip processing business 

through four joint ventures in Vietnam that export 

processed woodchips, mainly for use as raw materials 

by Japanese paper manufacturers.

 The timber that serves as the raw material is 

produced through tree-planting activities initiated by 

Sojitz in 1995, primarily on degraded lands in Vietnam. 

We provide loans and free seedlings to local farmers, 

who raise the trees and sell the timber to us. The area 

of forest created under this program has grown to 

about 53,700 hectares. In the future, we plan to extend 

this community development-oriented program to 

Mozambique and Laos as well. 

 In 2009, we also initiated our “school plantation 

program.” Under this program, we distribute free 

seedlings to junior and senior high schools in Vietnam 

while conducting environmental education, and buy the 

mature trees. We also provide free fertilizer for the 

program via Japan Vietnam Fertilizer Company, a Sojitz 

Group company that manufactures and sells fertilizer in 

Vietnam. After initial care, the distributed seedlings 

require little hands-on attention and mature to 

harvestable thickness in seven years. Students learn the 

importance of nature through this program, while 

schools use the proceeds earned to cover a portion of 

their expenses, such as educational material purchases 

and equipment 

repair. We intend to 

continue expanding 

the planted area 

under the program, 

which reached 150 

hectares in 2010.
At a school near the Vung Ang Factory in 
Vietnam

Future Initiatives
 In the year ending March 31, 2012, we plan to improve sanitation and nutrition conditions in Maliza village by constructing water wells, 
conducting hygiene training and supplying gardening and poultry farming equipment. We plan to build similar educational facilities and 
provide training in Mahina Kati village of Mwanza region as well. 
 Improving the pre-school environment to promote early childhood education is one of the key goals of international education agreed upon 
by the international community led by the United Nations, and the need for and significance of such projects is increasing. We also aim to have 
community residents volunteer for the projects and utilize their experience to help attain the self-reliance of the entire region.
 We will continue to implement such social contribution activities with the aim of co-existence with local communities, in line with the theme 
of education.

 • “Before, the floors got wet and dirty when it rained, but now we can have fun playing in the classroom.” (Kabula, age 4) 
 • “We now have desks, so I can learn letters and shapes with my friends.” (Mwishamda, age 3)
 •  “Maliza Kindergarten has become a model kindergarten for the region. Our kids are all happy and enjoy coming here. We’re really thankful to Sojitz 

for their support.” (Mr. Paschal, Maliza Village Chairman)

Comments from the Local Community
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Signing ceremony




